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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Ulverston. 


:  Annual  Report  of  the  : 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ulverston, 

May,  1942. 

Gentlemen, 

Acting  upon  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  I  shall  curtail  my  report  for  the  year  as  much  as 
possible. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.  I  think  I  can 
with  confidence  say,  as  in  all  former  reports,  that  your 
district  is  always  under  careful  supervision. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  Although  we  experienced 
another  year  when  the  rainfall  was  below  the  average  there 
was  never  any  shortage  of  the  supply,  nor  were  any 
restrictions  imposed  upon  consumers.  As  to  the  quality, 
this  has  always  been  beyond  suspicion.  As  will  be  seen  by 
your  Surveyor’s  report,  a  Chlorination  Plant,  as  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  is  being  installed  at  the  works. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.  No  new  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  this  department,  but  the  drains 
have  received  regular  attention. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES.  I  am  satisfied  from 
the  report  received  from  your  Inspector  that  the  Cowsheds 
and  Dairies  are  regularly  and  systematically  inspected,  and 
that  the  milk  as  supplied  from  the  farms  in  the  Urban 
District  is  produced  under  satisfactory  conditions. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  I  have  previously  reported 
the  fact  that  the  meat  supplied  to  the  district,  that  is,  the 
town  of  Ulverston,  the  Rural  District  and  Grange,  is 
prepared  at  the  Central  Slaughter  House  in  the  GilL 
Although  I  have  never  looked  upon  the  building  as  being 
ideally  suitable  for  the  purpose,  every  effort  has  been  and 
is  being  made  to  improve  the  conditions. 

Your  Inspector  takes  his  turn  of  duty  with  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Rural  District  in  ensuring  to  the  district 
a  supply  of  sound  meat. 

HOUSING.  This  branch  of  work  has  been  entirely 
in  abeyance  during  the  year  under  review. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Area  (acres) 

3,196 

Population,  1931 

9,284 

„  1941 

11,100 

Inhabited  Houses,  2684 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Rateable  Value  ... 

...  £54,680 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£216 
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POPULATION.  On  account  of  the  continual  move¬ 
ment  of  the  population  caused  by  the  refugees  and  evacuees 
coming  to  and  going  from  the  district  it  is  not  easy  to 
estimate  the  population  with  accuracy  but  I  think  the 
figure  going  up  will  be  as  nearly  accurate  as  possible,  and 
I  am  basing  my  calculations  on  this  figure. 

Birth  Rate 


Total 

Males 

Females  per  1000 

BIRTHS — Legitimate 

181 

98 

83 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

4 

Totals 

190 

103 

87  171 

Seasonal  Distribution 

OF  THE 

Births. 

1st  Quarter 

18 

17 

35 

2nd  Quarter 

42 

24 

66 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

22 

24 

46 

4th  Quarter  ... 

21 

22 

43 

Totals 

103 

87 

190 

DEATHS.  During  the  year  227  persons  died  in  your 
district  but  of  this  number  98  were  non-resident  and  were 
transferred  away,  making  the  total  of  residents  dying  in 
the  district  129,  to  this  number  must  be  added  the  deaths 
of  8  residents  who  have  died  outside  the  district,  the  correct 
number  of  deaths  of  residents  being  137,  equal  to  a  rate  per 
1000  of  124,  in  1940  there  were  131  deaths  equal  to  a  death- 
rate  of  11‘4  per  1000- 
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AGE  PERIODS  AT  WHICH  THE  DEATHS 

OCCURRED. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  one  year 

4 

5 

9 

Between  one  and  sixty-five  ... 

27 

26 

53 

Sixty-five  and  upwards 

29 

46 

75 

Totals 

60 

77 

137 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  DEATHS. 


1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Total  Death-rate 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  per  1000 

North 

2 

7 

5 

6 

2 

5 

1 

2 

10 

20 

South 

6 

5 

4 

6 

4 

6 

5 

3 

19 

20 

East 

4 

7 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

14 

16 

West 

3 

2 

3 

4 

0 

3 

4 

3 

10 

12 

Central 

2 

1 

2 

4 

o 

3 

1 

1 

7 

9 

17 

22 

19 

23 

12 

20 

12 

12 

60 

77 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  :  which  means  the  deaths  of  infants  before 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  I  have  received,  during  the  past 
year,  10  certificates  notifying  cases  of  Tuberbulosis  of  the 
Lungs  and  1 1  of  Tuberculosis  of  all  other  organs,  and  there 
has  been  one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  equal  to 
a  rate  per  1000  of  09  as  compared  with  0  29  in  1940. 


All  cases  of  Tubercular  Disease  reported  are  transferred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Department  for  treatment. 

Age  Incidence  of  the  Notified  Cases  and  Deaths. 


NEW  CASES 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Under  1 
1—5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  &  up 


M  F 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


M  F 
0  0 


0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 


0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 


M  F 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


M 

0 


F 

0 


0  0 
0  0 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  o 
0  0 


0 

0 

1 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


0 

0 


0 

0 


North 

South 

East 

West 

Central 


4 

6 

7 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

stribution 

of  Notifications  and 

Deaths. 

NEW 

CASES, 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

7 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 
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CANCER, 

From  Cancer  of  the  various  organs  there  have  been  1  9 


deaths  equal  to  a 

death-rate 

per  1000  of 

171,  as 

compared 

with  1 1 

in  1940,  producing  a 

death-rate  of  '99  per 

1000. 

Ward  Distribution. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 
1000 

North 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

South 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

'6 

East 

•  •  t 

3 

2 

5 

West 

•  •  • 

2 

•  2 

4 

Central 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

10 

9 

19 

171 

Organs  Affected  and  Age  Incidence. 


3- 

-4 

35- 

-45 

45— 

-55 

55- 

-65 

65  &  up 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Mouth 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Pancreas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Intestine 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Breast 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Bladder 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Gall  Bladder 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Stomach 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Lung 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Oesophagus  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Kidney 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Spine  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Tongue 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Totals  ... 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

3 

6 

4 

10 

9 
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The  comparison  with  1940  is  not  satisfactory,  allowing 
as  we  must  for  the  annual  variations  which  must  arise,  hut 
as  I  have  remarked  in  previous  reports  one  must  expect  a 
high  incidence  of  a  disease  which  particularly  attacks  old 
and  middle  aged  people. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  might  almost  repeat  the  remark  made  iti  my  report 

»  *  *  J  ■ 

for  1940,  that  except  for  a  mild  outbreak  of  Para-Typhoid 
Fever  your  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from 
Infectious  Diseases. 

Ward  Distribution  of  Notified  Cases. 


North 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Central 

Ward 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

I 

1 

0 

I 

3 

0 

0 

1 

5 

4 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro-Sp. 

Fever 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Para-Typhoid 

Fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

4 

3 

Puerperal 

Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

» 

1 

Whooping 

Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2  3  6  3  1  4  6  5  2  3  17  18 

*  *  *  9  *  »  -b 


Totals 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  INCIDENCE 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  have  been  very 
mild,  indeed,  the  type  of  the  disease  as  found  at  present 
appears  to  have  entirely  changed,  the  fierce  red  skin  rash, 
inflamed  throat  and  tongue  and  subsequent  enlarged  glands, 
desquamation  of  the  skin  and  diarrhoea  being  seldom  met 
with. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

To  speak  of  Diphtheria  at  once  raises  the  question  of 
immunisation,  and  the  efforts  that  should  be  made  to 
increase  the  number  of  children  protected  ;  as  the  result  of 
the  efforts  made  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  third  of 
the  children  have  been  treated,  but  in  the  fresh  drive  which 
I  am  now  making  I  am  aiming  at  protecting  three  out  of 
every  four  children,  believing  that  the  incidence  and 
mortality  will  not  change  until  we  achieve  this  object. 

PARA-TYPHOID  FEVER. 

In  September  considerable  anxiety  was  caused  by  the 
outbreak  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever.  Five  cases  were  reported 
in  September,  one  in  October,  and  one  in  November.  Five 
cases  were  treated  in  the  Hospital,  with  one  exception  the 
•cases  were  very  mild. 

The  cases  had  no  contact  connection  and  there  was 
nothing  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises  in  which 
the  disease  appeared  to  indicate  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 

HOSPITALS. 

A  Hospital  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  High 
Carley  in  the  Ulverston  Rural  District,  providing  112  beds 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  and  12  beds  at  Oubas 
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House,  Ulverston,  for  Tubercular  Children.  There  are  no 
Children’s  or  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  District.  There 
is  accommodation  for  34  patients  at  the  High  Carley 
Hospital  for  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases  ; 
this  is  under  the  management  of  the  Ulverston  Joint 
Hospital  Board.  A  War  Emergency  Hospital  has  been 
opened  at  Conishead  Priory. 

SMALL  POX — Should  any  case  of  Small  Pox  arise 
in  the  district,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Kendal  Joint  Fever  Hospital  Board  to  admit  them  to  their 
Hospital  at  Kendal. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  Joint  Hospital  Board 
for  infectious  diseases,  and  motor  ambulance  provided  for 
non-infectious  diseases. 

LABORATORY  WORK.  — Facilities  are  offered  the 
Medical  Practitioners  for  carrying  out  the  Laboratory 
Investigations. 

Before  concluding  my  report,  I  must  not  omit  to  thank 
my  colleagues  and  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
ever  ready  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 
L.R.C.P.  Loud.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Lond. 


26th  May,  1942. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
:  Sanitary  Inspector.  : 


Town  Hall, 

Ulverston, 

May,  1942, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  : — 

Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  beg  to  present  a  brief  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1941? 
relating  to  Public  Health  Administration. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  Etc. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  by  letter  37,  many  others 
were  dealt  with  by  direct  contact. 

HOUSING,  SLUM  CLEARANCE,  Etc. 

As  a  result  of  hostilities,  the  Slum  Clearance  and 
Re-housing  programme  is  in  abeyance. 

SEWERAGE  and  DRAINAGE  have  received  the 
usual  systematic  inspection,  and  dredging,  flushing  and 
repairs  carried  out  when  necessary. 

SHOPS  and  FACTORIES  ACTS.  The  procedure 
required  by  these  acts  has  been  attended  to. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  and  SALVAGE  COLLECT¬ 
ION  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily,  although  a 
depleted  staff,  and  increased  population  have  severely  taxed 
the  resources  of  this  department.  Salvage  to  the  value  of 
£453  was  collected,  sorted  and  sold  during  the  year. 
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RATS.  As  in  previous  years,  posters  have  been 
displayed,  pointing  out  the  urgency  of  exterminating  rats 
and  mice  and,  with  this  in  view,  rat  poison  has  been  issued 
free  to  ratepayers  throughout  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Scarlet  Fever  notifications  received  10 
,,  ,,  Diphtheria  „  ,,  7 

„  „  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ,,  „  3 

„  „  Typhoid  Fever  „  „  5 

25 

The  premises  of  the  patients  have  been  fumigated  after 
the  patients’  removal  to  hospital. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  has  again  been  maintained  without  interrup¬ 
tion  and,  when  tested,  found  to  be,  in  all  respects,  suitable 
for  domestic  use, 

190  yards  of  4  in.  C  l-  pipes  were  laid  in  Fell  Street  to 
supply  Bungalows  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Aircraft 
production. 

Work  has  proceeded  during  the  year  on  the  installation 
of  the  Chlorination  Plant  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  but  progress  has  been  slow  owing  to  pressure  of 
work  by  the  supplying  firms.  It  is  expected  that  the  plant 
will  be  working  in  June,  1942. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  TELFORD  HAGUE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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